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Besides the essential difference between the materialistic
nature of secular wisdom and the sublime spirituality of Torah
wisdom, it is important for us to focus on one particular feature
in which these two conflicting forms of wisdom differ from
each other.
"* Let’s say that a person wants to study physics. He is of aver-
age intelligence, but he has a great love for the subject. It has
captured his interest. Let’s also say that he is a very strong-
minded person with a great deal of drive and determination. 1
think that such a person can go quite far in physics, but only to
a certain degree. He will never be a Niels Bohr or someone of
that stature. It simply can never happen without extraordinary
intellectual powers.

But that is not the case with Torah wisdom. In Torah wis-

om, there is always the phenomenon of the Chanukah mira-

cle. In Torah wisdom, the success of the seeker does not depend
on his natural skills and talents. The key to his success is not
locked up in his brain. That’s not where it is.

Rabbeinu Bachya says that the chachmab of Torah is a very
exalted wisdom that was brotrght down to th‘ . world rld and

cxprecsed in the form of the Torah. We may think that we are

absorbing the Torah through our rational faculnes, but that is
the least part of it. 'Thc true nature of the chachmah of t Torah

is that eraysa v'Kudesha Breech Hu chad hu, that the ‘Torah and
‘k‘ the Almrghty are one and the same. We absorb thxs-w:sdomby
l In the chachmah of Torah, therc exists the miracle of
Chanukah. Whoever wants to acquire the chachmak of Torah
should turn south in the direction of the Menorah. The Menorah
and its shemen were the symbols of the Torah, and we need to
take instruction from the Menorah regarding our relationship
to the chachmah of Torah. If we see in history that one small

jug of oil can burn for eight full days, we derive from this that a
person with only average intellectual capabilities, a person with

a pach shemen, one small jug of intellectual power, can also pro-

duce an enormous amount of illumination.

When a person sits down to learn in all sincerity and ear-
nestness and he encounters difficulties, he can’t understand the
Rashba, he can’t understand what Rav Akiva Eiger says, and he
tries and he tries and he becomes frustrated, and he tells him-
self that his head and his heart are simply not up to the task,
this person is making a big mistake. If he thinks such thoughts,
he is on the wrong track. He doesn’t begin to know what Torah

s. A sincere Jew can learn Torah with one small jug of shemen.

He can light up the entire Shas with the amount of oil that
would seem to be barely sufficient for one Mishnah.
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23 The Key to the Jug

What is the key to unlocking the vast power encapsulated in
the one small jug of oil? It is the will, the desire, to acquire the
chachmah of Torah. We can see this in the miracle of Chanukah.

They had plenty of oil that the Greeks had contaminated, and
according to the letter of the law, they could have used that oil
to light the Menorah. The guiding principle is that tumab butrab

b'tzibur, the rules of contamination are set aside when they con-
flict with the needs of the community. The > community needed
that the Menorah should be lit, and since the only available oil
was contaminated, it was permitted to use it. But the people
didn’t want to use the contaminated oil. After their miraculous
victory, they wanted to light the Menorah with pure uncontami-
nated oil. And théir desire was so strong that they merited the
miracle of Chanukah, that a small jug of uncontaminated oil
would be found and that it would burn for eight days until new
oil could be produced. It all depends on the desire.
A young man came to me a little while ago, and he was in
a quandary. He was learning in the yeshiva and making some
progress, and then he won a big scholarship. He called me up
“ind told me about it, and I felt my heart break inside me. What
could I tell this young man? That he should give up this big
scholarship that would pay for his education and set him up
with a generous livelihood for the rest of his life? Could T tell
him to turn it down? But we tatked, and I let him say what was
in his heart, and in the end, he stayed in the yeshiva and became
a very big talmid chacham. His desire, his dedication, his drive,
his determination, all these unlocked his personal jug of shemen
and he was suddenly able to make giant strides that had been
beyond his capabilities.
-8 If we head to learn Torah with what we have in our heads

alone, we would never succeed on the deepe<t lelclofthe )
chachmah of Torah. I believe this with all my heart. The Torah

is simply too vast, too profound, too exalted for our little minds
to grasp in a meaningful wdy. It is the miracle of the pach she-
men, the little jug of oil, that enables us to learn Torah.
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I often find that people are great at seeing where God “is not”
in our lives. But we are not 5o greaf at sefei‘x'{g ]u_stﬂ\ykvlérc He “1s.”
When things go wrong, we usually ask, “Where was God? Why
did He allow this to happen to us?” Rarely, however, when thing

: r, when things
go right, do we give Him the credit for working things qut.

goes well or when we find what we were looking for in the first
shop we enter, or even when we easily find a parking space? It’s
only fair that if God is going to take the rap when problems arise,

He should also get the credit when things go well. He’s cither in
control or not. It can’t be that He’s in control when thm.g-s— £o
wrong, but we’re in control when they go right!

It stands to reason that if we have a distorted and unfair picture
of God’s involvement in our lives, we will have dlfﬁculty_rigt-mg
into perspective that which causes us pain.

It’s like a parent-child relationship. The extent to which the
child feels confident of his parent’s love is the cxten"twto w;u_c’h—l_ie
can be accepting of his rebuke. A child who doubts his p@r;_e-p_t;s
love will respond negatively to any reprimand. But a child who

feels a deep sense of love from his parents will surely respect them
when they make decisions which cause him pain. As long as he
knows that they’re on his side, he will be able to handle whatever
they throw at him.

1 The same is true of our relatonship with God. We need to
know that God is on our side if we are to relate to him properly
during the difficult imes. And the time to feel that God is on our
side is when things are good. If we work on that qug.;l‘i'r_lg_dwq_ri_r_lg the
good times, we will have a “friend” during the hard times. But if
we fail to feel God’s love when all is going our way, we will cer-
tainly not feel it when we go through pain.

‘-}Z\thn Elana first became ill, Rabbi Weinberg gave us a sugges-
tion that really helped us focus on God’s love for us. He suggested
that on Friday night, we tell “hashgachah stories.” Stories of how,
during the past week, we saw God’s hand in our lives. It might
have been something as simple as finding a parking space right
outside the store or being late for a train and finding that the train
was also late. “Look for God in your life and you will find Him,”
was the principle. And it worked wonders for us. It has long been
an integral part of our Friday night experience. Our children love
finding stories in the week where God was clearly a part of their
lives (and the treat they get for coﬁﬂng up with a story certainly
helps). This gets the whole family in touch with the fact that God
is here with us on a daily basis. )
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Problems, in Judaism, far from being sotrlnet“haing_l)_a’clliltc a sign

of spmtual vigor and v1brancv
The more a person moves forward the more he or she will be

faced thh challenge and dlfﬁculty
This may not sound like much of an mcenme O grow's spmtuall\
but. that is only if you look atpain as a “bad” thmg Asl have - said

before and will say again — pain is nOt our enemy; distance from

God is our enemy. Pain is the means through which we can fight the

enemy and win the battle of this world We can learn not to be frus-

trated and upset by pain, but rather to cmbrace it as a friend which

is here to help us fulfill our J)otermal Then we will Il have the ability
to deal with the quesdon of “bad” thmgs happemng

L
/ I)—
TUINA PRN ANOVHR NRIVH

.

oXY R Y9I pIY ,JUINY OP0 R TRYRI AW TRER 11 N

R Ll buann R 173 0YwR ro Y TP 1 21000 ,a7apn

rnw: 'l"l 531 8995 na7pnn ANt oxw ,wnwA AR} TIaNY 12D

avnn ana W ATy KW 3 v1IpY. 1w:m$ 02 (MDY
< e Lt

n"’W'l 513’33!1) m'nvmn 'HY’I) '|D Al 'lnD'l 'un:x *mo'1 %My omoh
'mn't nR 11'7 nn‘ﬂ WD 2 MOV DR Mwab i

msnn oaw MY WIn. TINaw ImX ny1% whHyw wn o0 I
nPRY 'm 1‘!11 'n" 'l"??{ nInYn mavp 5W NWOR Nnm '1"3_L5 0

“mazn nx ]’JJUD ’l"'l UW’D] AR RN cvn ﬂ'?’lD nmx '7”“1
TNYNRT TR R N3P W A¥Ana TMARLDY WT 07 n'n:{ T"IWD =] "ID'l

1 MR AT UImn
hale bl by wmaw Laoun Ywoanra prmoa nMmpInn nnx MMM
“.’l’l.ﬂlf_ 13,275 179) Y1 WAt 70w 738 Y quim (3 K DWRID)
IR DWPR DWI NRID KXY 1D WD IR YW 0wy 1WwRaw i
W AN Y AOuA TaYD L[upn MIAY IWDR CRW] M¥NY TR

WDKK 'wnn 92 w3 x‘m IR YW yon nnph Jan° K %D 20007
u'mn b>) nx MDA Tewm v R D MR b

LH

VIR NN VRNH NN N

aean) Y OWMT 72W D NRA DR OPYR XKIMT p1odn HY MM

12 LUOPY AN O PWRI DD AN P WIIPT KDY MW @Y D
T Y1amn T3 KT T2 WIpa YonoIw 11D 1DI0 TV WA oD
DTy 233 Pp%1 D [N M TRY DYPYPD DAWYBY AXM mabon
DPUIEY MWRID R YAV TR DX D3 73pAw WM sX3% TnYY
2unIn "5 %D NpTIT DWI VI AN M 1M .xa% Ry
PR PRI RRID OB DWW N3 MR PRIV NP 9 12 on
W WY YU MR MRT AR NI pRNAn. K¥NY 1030 K0
AUAUDIN ! P NRT MY M D0 Y OYWA MIOH RPN AWK
MW LY Mvn YW RMA WIN N3 L9003 - [P A" 1AY KA

TN SR Sw DIPRIWD D193 IRWI XYY LYRIY TY NIVII IR M
DBy Y0 TR Sona nodY w‘mw a0 DRMMWRA M Tena
I MY W3R DRILYND IR mm'7 an 1n~:w W o
AR ARBY NRA I vqwina_ Yo ' X9R_,0IND MR ALK .7 9Ny
APYn T aendnY nryY RNBUN 3 TRy TOUY WK K TO

oo

DIBT L79RA M (A1 ’Y D3 AT 2T W N RY WY AWD P13
(X9 9 mimm) Annbnb kY xS wRY YWY T Yw avon 3 nwwen
PAY DPIEA M2 KY YaX 0PI 1N DIDKY] DRNDWAT 1313 177K
Sw DpI¥A” DR K DAY WO - MIOBA DR RPYT DY Y ,[0YD
."oyD
S5
mym pwaY Nt - AN

DI MIDAN AT ARNIBY 103 I3 W N0 KA AT
bW .ATIAYIA D2 T 3 ,0IWYRD OTIWY ONYY DAY 0N oY
112 AWK YN IMRY IR DI NPODA WIRAY (A1A a1 N9 o?wa

apd MbYY WY AT MYYY T3 MY W YRRpAY YOy 0w
N2 YU NRR YWD IR ADYW 7 .apnbn MYl a3 mvpa nin_'r
a3 MYYh Mxp o1 PR N asnbn b pra T abw mn‘“'l’nl

A7 DR DAY (OT WIM PRI AR R



	chanuka-wonders-of-war
	chanuka-wonders-of-war 001
	chanuka-wonders-of-war 002
	chanuka-wonders-of-war 003
	chanuka-wonders-of-war 004
	chanuka-wonders-of-war 005
	chanuka-wonders-of-war 006

